
1green steps | factsheet BIODIVERSITY

Declaration of the Rights 
of Living Beings

The Declaration of the Rights of Living Beings is intended to foster
an ethical attitude towards all living things and to legally regulate
relations between human beings and all biological species. 

As a legal norm, the declaration obliges human beings to treat
other life forms as equals. All living beings require certain
conditions and resources, without which they cannot fully 
and independently exist. Human beings need to provide all living
things with opportunities to survive in their natural environment. 

The human recognition of the rights of living creatures provides a
moral and legal framework for ensuring the protection of species. 

The declaration affirms that:

I. All species, subspecies, populations and other forms of living beings that have
appeared and proliferated through natural evolution and migration processes 
have the following rights:
� the right to exist;
� the right to natural freedom in their natural habitat; 
� the right to a share of the Earth’s resources necessary for their existence;
� the right to legal protection; and
� the right not to be held responsible to human beings. 

II. All individual living beings have the following rights: 
� the right to life; 
� the right to natural freedom and wellbeing in their natural habitat; 
� the right to their required share of the Earth’s resources; and 
� the right to protection from suffering caused by human beings. 

III. Living beings are also accorded the following rights: 
a) At the level of species, subspecies and populations:
� the right to reparation from damage caused to them; and
� the right to proper care (e.g. species listed in the Red Data Book).

b) At the level of individual organisms:
� the right to legal protection;
� the right to dignity; and
� the right to proper care (e.g. domestic and farm animals, plants and domesticated wild animals).

The declaration was elaborated by the Kiev Ecological and Cultural Center and the environmental organisation Novaya volna
at the international workshop “Natural Rights of Nature”, held in Kiev on May 16–18, 2003. 



How to make 
a bird feeder
You can make your own bird feeder quickly 
and easily using a plastic bottle. 

You will need:
� a plastic bottle (0.5 or 1.5 litres);
� two sticks about 20 centimetres long (you can use twigs, pencils, chopsticks etc.);
� tools for making holes (awl, scissors or knife);
� a piece of string (20 to 30 centimetres long); and
� birdseed.

Instructions:
� Clean and dry the bottle. This will prevent the seeds from turning mouldy. 
� Make two holes towards the base of the bottle, one on each side, so that you can push the

wooden stick through the bottle for the birds to perch on. Repeat slightly higher up and on the
opposite sides, so that the second stick is at right angles to the first (see picture). 

� Cut small holes about 4 centimetres above the sticks on each side so that the birds can peck
at the seeds. Take care: If the holes are too big, the seeds will spill out. 

� Make two holes in the neck of the bottle and thread the string through. 
� Fill the bottle with seeds.
� Hang the feeder high up on a balcony or in the backyard or garden.

Helpful tips: 
� Always use raw, unsalted birdseed. Sunflower seeds are especially good. 
� Birds need time to get used to a new place to feed. Sometimes it can take up to a week, 

so be patient.
� Think carefully about where to hang the feeder — it needs to be somewhere out of the reach

of cats. 
� Regularly refill the feeder during the winter months. 
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